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FRANCESCA
ALEXANDRA

VELASCO
Vice Chair

Airish was hailed from the Philippines, a host, advocate, and youth leader
promoting gender equality and the importance of mental health. She is currently
studying B Landscape Architecture in the University of the Philippines-Diliman
and at the same would like to pursue Law as her second degree. She is also a
MUN enthusiast who won several awards in her MUN journey such as the Best
Delegate, Most Outstanding Delegate, Honorable Mention, and Best Position
Paper. Aside from that, she has chaired numerous conferences across the world.
For over 3 years, she has been advocating for youth empowerment and created
several initiatives like free tutorial classes to youth who can’t afford to go to
school due to economic hindrances. Mainly, she joined MUN for the reason that
she wants to inspire young people that they have a capability to make great and
real change in their society. As what she always believes in and her advice to all
the aspirants, “The first is always the hardest, but literally worth it!”. 

Airish Castillo 

Francesca Alexandra Velasco 
Xandra is a Filipino student from the Ateneo de Manila University taking up AB
European Studies, specializing in International Relations with Minors in French as
well as Health and Development. She is passionate about removing the stigma
surrounding Technical-Vocational education in the Philippines, as well as
emphasizing the role of the youth in socio-political issues in our current society.
The highlight of her MUN career would be her former position as the Deputy
Secretary-General in the 10th Ateneo Model United Nations (AMUN). Moving
forward, she leaves you with this: Hange Zoë, the 14th Commander of the Survey
Corps in the anime Attack on Titan, once stated that “If there's something you
don't understand, learn to understand it.” Delegates, this is what Xandra wants
you to keep in mind as you go through the conference. Aside from establishing
your own presence through your country’s national interests, be open to the
realm of possibilities as you allow yourselves to engage with your fellow
delegates.

AIRISH CASTILLO
Chair

United Nations
Human Rights Council



7TH DE LA SALLE - MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

1

United Nations
Human Rights Council

Rosch, a freshman taking up AB International Studies Major in European Studies
from De La Salle University-Manila, is a passionate student both in MUN and the
arts. Other than International Studies, she wishes to pursue a minor degree in
economics after her experience from the National Model United Nations-New
York 2021 where she was under the committee, United Nations General
Assembly 2 focusing on financing and economics.  After her delegation won the
Honorable Mention Delegation Award in NMUN 2021, her passion for MUN
sparked even more wanting to join other MUNs in the hopes of solving the many
global issues today. Her MUN journey as a freshman is just the first step towards
the opportunities in the future. As an individual who strives for empowerment,
equality, and protection, she leaves the delegates with a quote from Mulan, "The
flower that blooms amidst adversity is the rarest of them all." Remember dear
delegates, your existence, and participation in MUN is the first step towards our
goal for a better and empowered world. Know that your efforts will always
establish a future for the betterment of each individual inside and outside the
conference.   

Rosch Oabel 

ROSCH OABEL 
Rapporteur
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Providing Equitable Access to Off-site Education for Students Amidst the Pandemic
Protection and Sustenance of Civil, Political, and Human Rights of Frontline Activists in the
time COVID-19 Crisis

Dear Honourable Delegates,

It is our immense pleasure and honour to cordially welcome you to the 7th De La Salle Model
United Nations!

The United Nations of Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body consisting of forty-
seven elected member states deriving from the UN General Assembly. The main purpose of the
body is to promote and protect human rights around the world. UNHRC addresses human rights
in all UN member states, expanding into situations that may involve individual’s basic freedoms. 

This committee will not only be decided upon the resolution(s) proposed/passed by the
committee, delegate debates and discourse, yet in addition the adhesion of your own country's
international strategies and factual information. As your dais, we strive to steer discussions to
their most extreme efficiencies, ensure that the DLSMUN Rules and Procedures are properly
followed; in short, provide you with a fulfilling MUN experience. Meanwhile, the joint effort and
the commitment of every single delegate are paramount for the committee to be just about as
fruitful and rewarding as could really be expected.

This year’s topic under discussion for UNHRC are:
1.
2.

These debates influence almost every member state of the United Nations and requires the
international community's participation to resolve. We trust that these topics will immerse you
into entrancing research and preparation as well as fruitful debate during the conference. This
background guide will give a brief introduction to the work and mandate of UNHRC and the topics
at hand. Notwithstanding, it should just be viewed as a starting point for your Conference
preparation. We encourage you to further research each topic, both to expand your country's
unique perspective and to comprehend the scope of collective solutions that UNHRC may seek
after. To make the best out of the DLSMUN experience, you should aim to familiarize yourself
within this study guide we have heartily made just for you so you can not only digest all the
information within this read, yet in addition to conduct your own research upon the material
within this guide. 

Having that said, we positively hope that this will be your most memorable experience in being a
delegate or a representative of a country by consistently and comfortably showing your
leadership, diplomacy, and great moral values. We are eager to have an enlightening experience
with all of you delegates, and hear your deliberation on and proposals for these monumental
issues!
With Diplomatic Regards,
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Chair
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I. Introduction
     The coronavirus (COVID-19) was declared a global pandemic on 11 March 2020 by the
United Nations (UN) World Health Organization (WHO), and social distancing was adopted
in many places to mitigate the virus. Numerous countries around the world decided to close
schools nationwide to either prevent or contain the spread of COVID-19. As a result, this
significantly affected the learning of millions of students worldwide. COVID-19 has
exacerbated the problem of the management of school lessons and learning processes.
Amidst the rise of modernization and urbanization, the use of technology can certainly be of
support as a means to further off-site education. Ministries and departments of education
have recommended or made it the implementation of t online learning at all school levels in
various countries to be mandatory in light of the nationwide lockdown. This decision was
also supported by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in their
efforts to support countries in mitigating the immediate impact of school closures, most
especially to the vulnerable and disadvantaged communities in effectively facilitating
education for all through online learning.  

     According to the report made by the UN, the pandemic has created the largest disruption
of education systems in history, affecting nearly 1.6 billion learners in more than 190
countries. Closures of schools and other learning spaces have impacted 94% of the world’s
student population, up to 99%in low and lower-middle income countries. Online learning is
thus becoming an imperative response more and more important for education during the
time of the worldwide health emergency. This is because the online landscape provides
students the opportunity to remain in touch, even if remotely, with their fellow classmates
and teachers in order to follow lessons. Online learning can formally be defined as
instruction delivered on a digital device that is intended to support learning. There are
several advantages of online learning that can be noted : studying from anywhere, at any
time; possibility of saving significant amounts of money; no commuting on crowded buses
or local trains; flexibility to choose learning materials; and saving time.

     Unfortunately, the online landscape has posed several challenges in multiple countries.
The most evident and widely discussed by experts and policymakers is that socially
disadvantaged groups face difficulties in meeting the basic conditions required by online
learning. Furthermore, there is evidence that shows how school closures can produce
significant losses in educational achievement, particularly for disadvantaged students.
Existing inequalities connected to different socioeconomic situations have increased mainly
due to the following reasons: (1) financial incapacities, (2) significant lack of resources,
including but not limited to access to educational technologies and the Internet, (ii) lack of
physical spaces to carry out home-based learning among families from less-fortunate
backgrounds, all of whom lack the basic skills to support their children, especially regarding
secondary education. As fiscal pressures increase and development assistance comes
under strain, the financing of education could also face major challenges, exacerbating
massive pre-COVID-19 education funding gaps. For low income countries and lower-
middle-income countries, for instance, that gap had reached a staggering $148 billion
annually. This number could now increase by up to 33%. There is evidence that shows how
school closures can produce significant losses in educational achievement, in particular for
disadvantaged students.

United Nations
Human Rights Council
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II. Background
     Before the pandemic, the world has already been facing formidable challenges in
fulfilling the promise of education as a basic human right. Despite the near universal
enrolment at early grades in most countries, an extraordinary number of children – more
than 250 million – are out of school, and nearly 800 million adults are illiterate. This number
significantly increased when the COVID-19 crisis happened and schools were forced to close
down in response. According to data from UNESCO, the peak in school closures was
registered at the beginning of April 2020, when around 1.6 billion learners were affected
across 194 countries, accounting for more than 90% of total enrolled learners (UNESCO,
2020). 

     The sudden closure of schools meant that the educational system had to find
alternatives to face-to-face instruction in order to guarantee children’s right to education.
Many systems adopted online teaching (and learning) on an unprecedented scale, often in
combination with widespread remote learning materials such as the television or radio.
Even if effective vaccines or therapeutics for COVID-19 become available,schooling may
continue to be disrupted since at least 60-70% of the population have to be immunized in
order to break the chain of transmission. Even if the worst case scenario of a second wave
of the outbreak were not to materialise, localised and temporary school closures may still
be needed to contain the transmission of COVID-19. 

     In spite of being a desirable option compared to no schooling—which would have caused
major interruptions in student learning with possible long-lasting consequences for the
affected cohorts (Burgess, 2020; Hanushek and Woessmann, 2020)—the sudden switch to
using digital instruction may have led to suboptimal results if compared to a business as
usual in-presence instruction. This is because teachers, students and schools all had to
unexpectedly adjust to a novel situation. The first concern which arose would be the fact
that online learning is only available to children that have access to fast internet to support
online learning. While telecommunication companies have been successful to maintain
services and efficiently utilise pre-existing capacity during phases of lockdown (OECD,
2020), there are still geographical areas and population groups that are underserved,
especially in rural and remote areas and among low-income groups. For example, in many
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries, fewer than
half of rural households are located in areas where fixed broadbands at sufficient speeds
are available. In addition, children need to have access to devices such as computers and
the necessary software to participate in online learning activities, which is a challenge for
lower‑income households.

     For those students that have access to reliable internet, the second concern is that
certain students are not able to receive a sufficient number of hours of instruction. In the
United Kingdom, 71% of state school children received none or less than one daily online
lesson (Green, 2020), while in Germany only 6% of students had online lessons on a daily
basis and more than half had them less than once a week (Woessmann et al., 2020). As a
consequence, some economists have estimated that students in the United States
mayresume their schooling in the fall of 2020 with roughly 70% of the learning gains relative
to a typical school year on average and that the learning gains might be even smaller in
mathematics, amounting to just 50% (Kuhfeld and Tarasawa, 2020). It is therefore important
for education policy-makers to understand which factors prevented certain children from
receiving sufficient instruction,in addition to the lack of infrastructure, the absence of
adequate preparation in schools and among teachers, and (in some cases) the lack of
curriculum guidelines. 

United Nations
Human Rights Council
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     Further concerns relate to the fact that the effectiveness of online learning might have
been hindered by the lack of technological literacy among certain students and teachers,
making them unprepared to adapt to the new situation so abruptly (OECD, 2020). For
example, descriptive evidence based on PISA 2018 shows that there were major differences
across countries and socio-economic groups in the use of technology for schoolwork before
the pandemic among 15-year-olds, raising the concern that students who were less
experienced might be those suffering the most from the shock caused by online learning.

Figure 1. Mean Index of ICT use outside of school for schoolwork, by socio-
economic groups

     Note: The index of ICT use outside of school for schoolwork measures how frequently
students do homework on computers, browse the Internet for schoolwork, use email for
communications related to school, visit the school website, and/or upload or download
materials on it. Higher values of this index correspond to more frequent and more varied
uses. Socio-economically disadvantaged/advantaged students are defined as the students
in the bottom/top quartile of the PISA index of socio-economic status.
Source: OECD, PISA 2018 Database.

     Figure 1 indicates that, in almost all countries, students from low socio-economic   
 backgrounds made less frequent use of digital technologies compared to their peers from
high socio-economic backgrounds before the pandemic in 2018. Disparities were particularly
striking in Australia, Mexico, South Korea and the United States. Similar differences are
observed between students from public and private schools, with the latter making more
frequent use of digital technologies for schoolwork (OECD, Forthcoming).

     In addition, some teachers might also have struggled to adapt to online teaching so
abruptly due to the lack of adequate digital skills, possibly contributing to a great
heterogeneity in the quality of online teaching across schools. An antecedent result in the
literature is in fact that the effectiveness of ICT for learning purposes depends considerably
on the digital competencies of teachers and on whether technology is incorporated into
pedagogical practices (OECD, 2010) in an effective manner.

United Nations
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III. Discussion
    The pandemic caused by the COVID-19 disease is leaving devastating consequences in
society from a social, health, political, educational, and labor point of view. In the educational
field, a paradigm shift is going on that goes beyond the merely methodological. The fact that
different educational administrations have had to carry out a transfer of the educational
system from face-to-face teaching to online teaching at a speed of real urgency is causing
the use of ICT to have gone from being one more methodological resource to a necessary
solution so that the teaching and learning process is not interrupted, thus avoiding the
collapse of educational systems worldwide. 

     There is not only innovation linked to technological aspects but also the emergence of
new pedagogical aspects. Online learning implies revising the approaches used in face-to-
face lessons. Innovations in teaching methods are therefore needed to engage students,
stimulating their proactive behaviour, which is difficult to obtain when one is only connected
online. Having that said, education professionals are carrying out a process of assimilation
toward new circumstances with a few difficulties, causing situations of high levels of stress. A
survey of more than 10,000 teachers revealed that 92.8% of teachers suffered emotional
exhaustion, stress, anguish, or anxiety due to confinement and distance education. Excessive
bureaucratic tasks, unclear instructions, lack of support in teleworking, and lack of technical
means were the main problems pointed out by teachers. Possible difficulties facing such
policies include poor online teaching infrastructure, lack of teacher training, information gap,
and complex home environment. 

B. Digital Divide in Off-Site learning
     UNICEF acknowledges the need to leverage remote education not just on hi-tech
approaches, but also low-tech or no-tech approaches. This is due to the fact that low and
middle income countries may lack the resources necessary in order to properly facilitate
their online learning.

     According to recent figures compiled by the Teacher Task Force, based on data from the
UNESCO Institute for Statistics and the International Telecommunication Union, almost half of
the world’s students face significant barriers to online learning. Globally, some 826 million –
50 per cent – do not have access to a household computer, while 43 per cent – about 706
million – do not have access to the internet at home. The situation is much worse in Least
Developed Countries where an average of two out of every ten people are online. While
progress has been made in bridging the digital divide, COVID-19 has brought to the fore how
precarious access to ICTs is in many parts of the world and that access to unfettered and
empowering ICTs remain a challenge to many people.

C. Alternative Learning 
     The traditional learning system provided by multiple countries is not always viable for all
students. In light of this, government sectors as well as non-government organizations
(NGOs) offer multiple opportunities for students to educate themselves through means
separate from what is considered to be the “normal” educational system. In some countries,
this is called “non-formal education” or “alternative learning,” wherein the vulnerable
(including children with special needs) and marginalized children or youth are provided
education through flexible learning pathways. 

A. Digital Illiteracy

United Nations
Human Rights Council
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     Prior to the pandemic, most lessons provided were done through blended learning,
incorporating lessons from the formal education system and catering them to the individual.
This makes alternative learning more flexible, allowing students to successfully balance their
learning along with other commitments. Hence, amidst the onslaught of COVID-19, it is
imperative for education partners to respond rapidly throughout their respective systems in
order to create and develop plans to ensure that alternative learning programmes are
available. 

D. Vocational Education and Training 
     Rapid modernization demands new educational pathways by which skills-based training
can be pursued. This is what yielded the Technical-Vocational Education and Training
(TVET). Digitalization, Learning in this sense is a means by which the individuals can
contribute to the labour market through quality skills-training. Initiatives under TVET provide
capacity development programmes, collaborative projects, youth involvement and
employment, entrepreneurship, and responses to the demands of dynamic skills.

  TVET also provides a means by which the labour market outcomes of migrants,
disadvantaged youth, and marginalized groups can be improved. This is because significant
barriers exist when it comes to the accessibility of quality skills training, given distance
learning. The strain brought about by the pandemic exacerbates this situation. Thus, it is
necessary to improve the responsiveness of TVET institutions such that students can still
receive the education they deserve even through distance learning. 

E. Psychological and Mental Distress 
     Mental health issues are the leading impediment to academic success. In the
unprecedented age of COVID-19, anxiety onset by the unknown can disrupt online schooling.
Few studies have addressed how stress due to smart devices correlates with social and
demographic variables. Some gender-focused studies exploring psychological effects of
prolonged use of smartphones reported more depressive symptoms and sleep disturbances
among females than males. Khouja et al. further confirmed that increased computer usage
among teenagers is associated with increased anxiety levels. In the case of patients with
mental health problems, this manifested as an aversion toward seeking help, an
adjournment of psychiatric appointments, or a shortage in supplying mental health
medications. Nevertheless, as a result of an inadequate learning approach, both students
and instructors face numerous challenges and difficulties including psychological problems.

IV. Current Situation
A. Latin America

Most Latin American countries [2] have developed some variation of self-paced online
learning, typically under the umbrella of Aprendo en Casa ("I Learn at Home") or Tu Escuela
en Casa ("Your School at Home") initiatives. Meanwhile in Peru for example, while 89% of
households enjoy internet access, that figure drops to 10% for rural households. Only 35% of
Peruvian teachers have home internet/technology access. In the poorest regions of Latin
America, for example, Guatemala, there is little online learning. Students can access learning
via TV or radio. The Ministry of Education has made a national effort to distribute learning
guides to all students. However, learning guides have not reached many students in
Guatemala’s remote mountainous indigenous territories; and national educational radio and
TV broadcasts are of little value to many of these learners who speak local languages, not
the language of formal education—Spanish.

United Nations
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B. Europe
Across Europe, most education has largely continued via online learning, particularly
through national educational platforms such as Italy's La Scuola del Futuro, Oggi ("The
School of the Future, Today"), Ireland's Scoilnet ("Schoolnet"), and France’s Ma classe à la
maison ("My Class at Home"). While over 90% of French households have internet
access, that number falls to 70% in poor and rural communities. Thus, like most
countries, France has had to supplement online learning with television (mainly) and
radio.

C. Australasia
Down under, in New Zealand, at least 80% of households have internet access [10].
Schools are all self-managing and have one laptop per student, either school or parent
provided. Thus, the transition to online learning has been smooth. Students are familiar
with Google or Microsoft programs and able to work remotely.

D. Sub-Saharan Africa
Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) suffers from the lowest rates of internet connectivity on the
globe; thus, apart from a few areas (Mauritius and South Africa's Western Cape province
are two examples) and apart from eLearning efforts at wealthy private schools, there is
generally little formal online learning in SSA as compared to other global regions.

E. Southeast Asia
In Southeast Asia like in many other developing regions, a large segment of the
population don’t have access to the Internet and electronic devices. For countries like
Indonesia, the most populous nation in the region, only 56%, with only 150 million of its
268 million population have access to the Internet. Thailand, Myanmar, and Vietnam
also have less than 60% Internet penetration, with 57%, 39%, 38% respectively in 2019.

V. Role of International Community
A. Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Three years after the conception of the UN in 1945, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR) was adopted by representatives with various legal and cultural
backgrounds from all regions. The document and all its iterations set out to protect the
fundamental protection of fundamental human rights for all peoples in all nations.
Furthermore, the UDHR recognized how the inherent dignity of the human person is the
very essence of freedom, justice, and peace. 

Article 26 of the UDHR affirms that education is a fundamental human right. Hence, it
should be “free at least in the elementary and fundamental stages,” with elementary
education being compulsory. Higher education should be equally accessible while
technical and professional education should be made generally available. In line with
this, education should therefore work towards the strengthening of respect for human
rights and all its fundamental freedoms, and in relation, be geared towards the full
development of the human person. 

United Nations
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B. UN Sustainable Development Goals' (SDGs)
     Furthermore, the UN Sustainable Development Goals’ (SDG) 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development spearheaded by UNESCO aimed to coordinate the
international community to take action in order to achieve its goals through
partnerships, policy guidance, capacity development, monitoring, and advocacy. It is a
plan of action for the people, the plant, and prosperity. The 17 SDGs and 169 targets
were created to be actualized through bold, transformative steps essential to make the
world more sustainable, realizing the value of human rights for all by pledging that no
one will be left behind. 

     In this regard, SDG 4 of the 2030 Agenda highlights that education is a basic human
right, and is therefore essential for sustainable development and peace. Unfortunately,
accessibility to education on basic literacy and numeracy after several years in school
remains difficult, which fuels poverty and marginalization in the process. of the Hence,
the 2030 Agenda responds to the need to address the rising number of out-of-school
children and youths by aiming to ensure “inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong opportunities for all.” This necessitates multi-sectoral cooperation and
collaboration amongst all governments, civil society, the private sector, the youth, and
other relevant agencies. 

C. Education 2030 Framework for Action
     The roadmap to achieve the vision for inclusive and accessible education was
adopted in November 2015. This was called the Education 2030 Framework for Action,
which provided guidance to governments and their partners on how to effectively
translate commitments into action. The document emphasizes how essential it is to
stand strongly united with the international education community to adapt an all
encompassing approach in order to ensure inclusive and quality education for children,
youth and adults, such that lifelong opportunities will be promoted and provided for
everyone. It affirms the need for significant additional financing used effectively so as
to achieve the new targets and resources necessary to push forward the 2030 Agenda. 

D. Global Education Coalition
     In compliance with SDG 4, the Global Education Coalition launched by UNESCO is a
platform for collaboration and exchange to protect the right to education during this
unprecedented disruption and beyond. It brings together more than 140 members from
the UN family, civil society, academia and the private sector to ensure that
#LearningNeverStops even amidst the COVID-19 crisis. The program was spearheaded
by Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, who also spoke about the already
existing inequalities that remain prevalent in our society. The pandemic worsened the
already persisting social issues, thus, it is essential for the world to take action in the
fight against COVID-19. Furthermore, she called for innovation, partnership, and
solidarity. Urgency and unity is imperative in order to address the crisis. This program
remains even a year after COVID-19. It maintains its stance on the essentiality of
schools to be kept open in order to further learning. In relation to this, it is also
necessary to support the physical and mental health of students, teachers, and school
personnel. A safe return to school would mean prioritizing the vaccination of over 100
million teachers and educators all across the globe.

United Nations
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How can developing countries address the needs of students in remote locations with
little to no access to connectivity?
How can struggling countries manage learning for all students?
How can States tackle massive challenges in the absence of accessible help and
resources that support learning?
What can be the possible set of solutions to help eliminate school barriers and increase
opportunities of learning amidst the pandemic?
Aside from the formal educational system, how can alternative learning systems (non-
formal education), technical and vocational education and training (TVET), and basic
literacy programs be furthered amidst the pandemic? 
How can educational systems aid in supporting the mental and psychological health and
well-being of the public in the online landscape? 
Besides telecommunication services, are there other alternative platforms by which
learning can be distributed? What would these platforms be and who would be involved? 
How can public-private partnerships to expand access to ICT be created or promoted?
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     "Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to promote and to
strive for the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the
national and international levels."

     The COVID-19 pandemic has affected multiple sectors of society, including the economy,
politics, and all its constituencies. It can therefore be said that the COVID-19 crisis is more
than just a public health emergency. It is a social crisis that is quickly becoming a human
rights crisis. At the point when some of our human rights have been confined to
implementing public health measures, human rights defenders are more crucial than ever in
our struggle to contain the COVID-19 pandemic and ensure that no one is left behind.

     Human rights defenders, sometimes known as frontline activists, are all those people who
uphold the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other
international instruments and take a stab at those rights to be implemented and expanded.
This can encompass journalists and the press, human rights activists, and even the general
public. The role of the individual in ensuring that human rights are to be observed should not
be undermined. In fact, this is recognized in the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders,
received by agreement by states back in 1998. The Declaration acknowledges that everyone's
duty to defend human rights is crucial if our basic freedoms are to be regarded and
protected. In 2018 we denoted the twentieth commemoration of the UN Declaration on
Human Rights Defenders, but despite the declaration, the settings where defenders work are
getting more contested and volatile. 

     Due to a severe lack of preparation in terms of responding to the pandemic, national
governments have been scrambling to make arrangements to mitigate its spread through
the creation of policies dedicated to ensuring the safety of the general public. Some have
even opted to request for “emergency powers,” which would speed up the policy-making
process by vesting power to the Executive Department. Unfortunately, the poor
implementation of restrictive policies has created a landscape that takes away an
individual’s basic and personal right to freedom. Unfortunately, around the world, a structural
move towards autocratic and semi-authoritarian rule by law, and the malignant impact of
corporate, criminal and fundamentalist non-state actors, has put basic liberties activists on
edge and let rights violators go on the offense.

     Despite the existence of a pandemic, Human Rights violations and offenses are still very-
much present in the current society. The upsurge of protests against systemic inequality, as
well as racial and gender-based violence have fuelled mistrust among young people who
are taking to the streets in their demand to be heard. It is thus duty of journalists and the
Press is to disseminate information regarding such matters, but even their rights are being
compromised due to the restrictive policies in place. Furthermore, the prevention of protests
as well as mass gatherings has complicated and compromised the individual’s right to
freedom of expression. While this can be seen as a means by which the pandemic can be
mitigated, the brutal treatment of protesters as consequences for their actions, the excessive
fines, and the abuse of power by police authorities prove to be manifestations of government
suppression. It is therefore imperative to immediately respond to these human      
      rights violations that remain prevalent in our current society.   

I. Introduction
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II. Backgroud
     On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared that an outbreak of the
viral disease COVID-19 – first identified in December 2019 in Wuhan, China – had reached the
level of a global pandemic. Citing concerns with “the alarming levels of spread and severity,”
the WHO called for governments to take urgent and aggressive action to stop the spread of
the virus. Since the outbreak of COVID-19, governments around the world have started
presenting and executing clearing restrictions on the freedom of movement and freedom of
assembly. Such limitations are important to face a rapidly infectious – and for a few, deadly
– infection for which there is yet no accurate immunization, however that a few governments
are using this crisis to specifically target human rights defenders (HRDs) is both concerning
and revealing.

     States have perceived that prison conditions enable the brisk spread of COVID-19 and
have subsequently delivered enormous quantities of detainees, yet HRDs stay imprisoned.
Because of their work exposing human rights violations, battling for the rights of others and
uncovering corruption, frontline activists are seen by oppressive governments as a principal
challenge to their rule and are regularly singled out for the harshest treatment. In Iran, for
instance, where almost 40% of its jail populace has been released, women activists Nasrin
Sotoudeh, Narges Mohammadi and Atena Daemi stay detained for their peaceful work.
Similarly, in Bahrain, King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa gave a pronouncement conceding
pardons for 901 detainees "for humanitarian reasons", yet various human rights defenders,
including Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, were among the individuals who stayed in unsanitary
prison. In Spain, the Supreme Court cautioned civil servants in Catalonia that they could be
perpetrating the crime of "breach of official duty" on the off chance that they approved the
release of political prisoners, including HRD Jordi Cuixart, to house capture as a component
of an interaction by the Catalan government to make more room in jails to adapt to the
emergency.

     Journalists, bloggers and those covering the Covid-19 response have been targeted. In
Venezuela, journalist Darvinson Rojas was arrested by special agent forces for his reporting
on the pandemic. Similarly, numerous reports of journalists and HRDs being arrested, placed
under house arrest, harassed and threatened for their criticisms of governments’ handling of
the coronavirus have been documented in a number of countries, including China, El
Salvador, Iraq, Turkey, Serbia, Egypt, Iran, Belarus and Vietnam. In China, Chen Qiushi, a
citizen-journalist who had reported critically on the government’s response to the initial
outbreak in Wuhan, has been missing for nearly two months. In El Salvador, President Bukele
accused human rights organisations of “being on the side of the virus” after they questioned
some of the restrictive measures he was implementing in a country which has been heavily
scarred by autocratic rule in its recent past. In light of the increasing number of attacks on
journalists, UN human rights experts issued a joint statement reminding governments that:
“The right of access to information means that governments must be making exceptional
efforts to protect the work of journalists. Journalism serves a crucial function at a moment of
public health emergency, particularly when it aims to inform the public of critical information
and monitors government actions.”

     Additionally, HRDs who were already at risk because of their work have been further
impacted by the general restrictions. Front Line Defenders has received reports of activists
who were arrested on trumped-up charges before restrictions were implemented and, while
in custody, governments announced that either hearings would be suspended or would take
place behind closed doors. For those defenders whose hearings have been suspended until
restrictions have been lifted, they are now being held in detention centres in often
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unhygienic conditions when they should not be in custody in the first place. In China, artist
and HRD Zhui Hun was formally indicted on 1 February after his detention the previous May.
However, a court date for his case is yet to be announced, with COVID-19 being used as an
excuse for the delay. He remains in detention in Nanjing. HRDs whose hearings are taking
place without the possibility of observers or monitors, because their work is viewed as a
challenge to ruling elites, are often more at risk in these circumstances. While in some
countries the presence of trial monitors, journalists or foreign diplomats can contribute to a
fairer judicial process, when those observers are not permitted to attend, as is currently the
case in many jurisdictions, the risk of unfair proceedings and political judgements increases
significantly.

     The outbreak of the virus has also been used as an excuse to prolong the incommunicado
detention of HRDs. Requests for access to detained HRDs have been denied and proceedings
in their cases have been postponed until further notice. Chinese authorities used the COVID-
19 crisis as a justification to send human rights lawyer Wang Quanzhang back to his home
town of Jinan after serving four and a half years in prison, despite having lived in Beijing with
his wife and son for years prior to his imprisonment. Although released HRDs are often sent
back to their hometowns to isolate them from their networks of support, often in bigger cities,
this time the authorities maintained that Wang was being returned to Jinan for a 14-day
"precautionary quarantine". Undeniably, the scale and severity of the COVID-19 pandemic
unmistakably ascends to the level of a public health threat that could legitimize restrictions
on specific rights, like those that outcome from the burden of quarantine or isolation
restricting freedom of movement. 

III. Discussion

     The lack of preparation for a pathogenic outbreak as widespread and severe as COVID-19
rendered governments grasping to maintain order in their respective States. Action plans
typically necessitate the existence of regulatory preparedness, however, the unprecedented
nature of the virus forced governments to enact emergency measures. Hence, governments
have attempted to mitigate the palpable lack of preparedness by exaggerating the extent of
the response. Unfortunately, action plans possessed profoundly authoritarian overtones that
breach an individual’s human rights. 

     On a national scale, the catalyst or facilitator of authoritarian-ization would be the use of
“emergency powers” in order to consolidate presidential authority. Invoking emergency
powers for the sake of public health makes it constitutional in nature, but this poses a grave
challenge to States as it has the potential to be abused. While the primary purpose of
emergency powers is to prevent, manage, and eliminate the harmful effects of the pandemic,
the exercise of such powers outside the systems of checks and balances as well as the
separation of powers can lead to the restrictions on individual rights and freedoms. Prime
Minister Viktor Orbàn and President Rodrigo Duterte from the Philippines are two examples of
leaders who have sought for emergency powers in order to take action against the
pandemic. However, this response has yielded an increase in militarization as well as police
presence, exacerbating a landscape that incapacitates the public and prevents human
rights defenders from furthering their own advocacies. It can therefore be said that in cases
of public health emergencies, authoritarian responses will never be humanitarian solutions.

A. Emergency Measures and Authoritarianism
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      With an extensive population whose mobility is the greatest in all of history, restrictions
on personal movement are seen to be necessary, as it is the international movement of
people made possible by travel that enabled COVID-19 to spread on such a global scale. The
decision to restrict personal movement within States is therefore motivated by legitimate
public health goals. Although, the implementation of these restrictions can be problematic
as it has the potential to remove the fundamental freedoms of an individual, instead of
furthering the agenda for public health. 

     The WHO emphasizes that Contact Tracing is a mandatory response to the COVID-19
pandemic. This is done through tracking the people who have interacted with either
suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cases. However, surveillance, while essential, is also seen
as a means by which governments may impede on the personal freedoms of a person.
Authoritarian measures have been enacted, such as the government surveillance of mobile
phone roaming data in order to track COVID-19 infected patients and their close contacts.
One such example would be the United Kingdom’s implementation of a contact tracing app,
while effective, poses several concerns with regards to the security of individuals. 

 
      With the pandemic causing lockdowns in both national and international landscapes, the
role of the Press becomes more prevalent as the free flow of news and information becomes
more imperative. Thus, the duties of the Press, which include combating misinformation,
spreading awareness, and giving updates on matters concerning the pandemic, among
others, are deeply essential to the general public. 

     The onset of the pandemic has resulted in a direct assault on the press. Journalists are
being detained for reporting facts and data, and new waves of political leaders have been
conducting all-out assault on the press in multiple countries. Unfortunately, according to the
International Press Institute’s (IPI) COVID-19 Press Freedom Tracker, there are approximately
620 Press freedom violations linked to COVID-19 as of the year 2021. This implies that there is
a significant number of attacks against journalists and the press worldwide. False
allegations, censorization, denial of access to press briefings as well as to crucial
information, have severely limited the data reported by journalists and the Press. Repressive
laws as a result of emergency measures have caused restrictions and interferences with
journalists’ rights. Authoritative governments can therefore take control of information
dissemination, effectively compromising the freedom of expression. 

     While it is essential to look at the COVID-19 crisis from the perspective of public health
and safety, the compromisation of human rights exacerbated by authoritative forms of
government which manifested in the demarcation of human rights calls for immediate
societal action. Thus, several protests and marches have broken out in multiple countries in
retaliation to numerous human rights abuses, forming crusades against repressive policies,
discrimination, and the like. 

     Human Rights defenders have been adamant in continuously pushing for maintaining the
inherent human dignity of the individual. Despite this, national governments have made
efforts to prohibit mass gatherings. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, this seems to be a
good decision, as it mitigates contact and manages the spread of the virus. However, the
implementation of excessive and restrictive policies can take away one’s right to peacefully
assemble. Blanket bans on protests have led to the sanctioning of fines, police authorities
abusing their power, and the brutal treatment of protesters. In this sense, several 
    governments’ intentions shift from ensuring public safety to censoring and silencing 
       protesters. 

B. Press Freedom

C. Protests and Mass Gatherings Amidst a Pandemic
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D. Impacts of Social Distancing & Lockdowns on
Human Rights Activism

When social distancing measures were put in place, it meant that in many cases protests,
community organizing and physical meetings were no longer possible, affecting various
areas of human rights work. Governments are using COVID-19 as a pretext to introduce mass
digital surveillance and authoritarian measures to extend their powers and clamp down on
civic space, roll back environmental regulations and human rights protections and mandate
logging, mining and other destructive industries to continue in Indigenous peoples’ territories.
Judicial harassment is taking a sinister turn as peaceful human rights defenders face
trumped-up charges (such as farmers’ rights activists Pranab Doley and Soneshwar Narah in
India) and are kept in custody in dangerous overcrowded conditions, even though scores of
low-level offenders are being released due to the risks of COVID-19 infection, and bail
hearings and trials are suspended or taking place behind closed doors.

IV. Current Situation
A. Brazil

In Brazil, where indigenous leaders are frequently killed, there have been reports of increased
illegal mining and logging on indigenous territories while attention is focussed elsewhere.
With restrictions on movement in place, communities and their leaders have been left
isolated from outside support, placing them at higher risk when they attempt to defend their
lands. Given the vulnerabilities of indigenous peoples to viruses brought into their
communities by outsiders, the presence of illegal miners and loggers on indigenous
territories is particularly worrying.

B. Chile
Quarantine measures have made it difficult for HRDs facing threats to file complaints with
police and access judicial remedies. In Chile, a woman human rights defender who works to
defend the rights of marginalised communities to access water was unable to file a formal
complaint after receiving misogynistic threats and death threats. There have also been
instances where threats to weaponised the virus to target defenders, often women, online. 

C. Colombia
As has been reported elsewhere, since the imposition of curfews in Colombia on 19 March, six
HRDs, including indigenous peoples’ rights defenders and women human rights defenders,
have been killed in separate attacks. Activists who have been instructed to stay in their
homes as state-provided protection measures are scaled back or withdrawn are targeted by
armed groups who take advantage of this opportunity to attack. 

D. Hong Kong
In Hong Kong, 15 pro-democracy activists were captured for their alleged role in “organising
and participating” in demonstrations two years ago. With the remainder of the world diverted
by the pandemic and a public unable to gather in protest, the Hong Kong specialists utilized
the chance to gather together a portion of those whose years-long human rights activism
has made them very much perceived globally and a thistle in the side of Beijing. 
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E. Hungary
     In Hungary, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán used his party’s parliamentary majority to secure
an indefinite state of emergency that enables him to rule by decree and imprison those who
spread what the government deems to be false news which could ‘alarm the public’ for up 
 to five years.

F. Mexico
     In the state of Yucatán in Mexico, the authorities have threatened to withdraw the security
escorts of WHRDs to safeguard the health of the security personnel. The WHRDs had been
granted protection measures by Federal authorities and implemented by local authorities
because of serious risks they are facing on account of their work.

G. Philippines
     Enhanced government power, increased militarization and police presence have become
the new normal in many parts of the world giving rise to concerns that these powers will not
be relinquished once the crisis has passed. The climate of impunity in the Philippines,
combined with the current administration's support of extrajudicial killings of suspected drug
users, just as the undeniably firm stance of the military against the Philippine National
Democratic Front, have prompted a serious deterioration of the situation of human rights
defenders in the country. Since the election of President Rodrigo Duterte in May 2016, HRDs
have confronted a flood of assassinations and violence. Judicial harassment and the
criminalization of HRDs remain common; lawmakers and private actors, like mining
companies, utilize the justice system to silence those who oppose their interests. HRDs are
blamed for violent crimes or for having a place with the New People's Army, the armed wing
of the Communist Party. HRDs have additionally announced instances of close surveillance
by the police. Since martial law was pronounced in Mindanao last May 2017, and given the
dread that it will be stretched out to the entire country, human rights defenders are
increasingly targeted by threats, acts terrorizing and provocation by the military.

     In addition, the president has assumed emergency powers that could remain in force until
2022. Following protests by residents of a Manila slum who said they had not received any
food aid since a strict lockdown had begun two weeks’ previously, demonstrating the
increased risk at the intersection of poverty and rights defence, President Duterte announced
that he would instruct the police and military to “shoot dead” anybody who violated the
quarantine in future. In a clear sign that Duterte is attempting to use the crisis to quash any
questioning of government policy, he stated: "Do not intimidate the government. Do not
challenge the government. You will lose."

V. Role of the International Community
A. United Nations Departments, Offices, and
Programmes

     The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) was the first legal document protecting
universal human rights. Together with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the three
instruments form the so-called International Bill of Human Rights. A series of international
human rights treaties and other instruments adopted since 1945 have expanded the body of
international human rights law.
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     In addition, a series of United Nations initiatives such as the Secretary General’s support
for the mainstreaming of human rights in the Organization’s development programming, the
United Nations reform process and the Millennium Campaign to promote the development
goals agreed by States at the 2000 Millennium Summit all encourage and in some cases
require strong United Nations involvement in the implementation of human rights standards.
There are strong links between the role and objectives of human rights defenders and those
of United Nations Country Teams. In fact, the Special Representative indicated in the 2003
report to the Commission on Human Rights that many United Nations staff are themselves
human rights defenders and that human rights defenders are often key partners of the
United Nations at the country level.

     With the pandemic causing inequalities, the Secretary-General has launched a Call to
Action geared towards protecting environmental human rights defenders, some of whom
have been victims of abuse. The joint statement published by the Secretary-General’s Envoy
on Youth and OHCHR Special Rapporteurs highlighted that the right to freedom of expression,
freedom of peaceful assembly, and freedom of association are human rights that are
inherent to everyone. Governments are therefore urged to uphold the international human
rights law and other relevant internationally agreed standards when responding to protesters
and Human Rights Defenders. Formal institutions need to be trusted, and social cohesion is
deemed crucial to the state and non-state actors. There has to be public condemnation of
the unlawful treatment of activists, and the stigma surrounding Human Rights Defenders who
are peaceful protesters should be perpetuated. 

B. Council of the European Union
     In 2004, the Council of the European Union established the European Union Guidelines on
Human Rights Defenders, which recognize that the fundamental responsibility for promoting
and protecting human rights corresponds to the states, and supports the role played by
human rights defenders in supporting the States in that area. In addition, the EU Council
recognizes the fundamental role of defenders in their contribution to the states, in getting the
states to adopt appropriate legislation, and to back the establishment of national human
rights plans and strategies. The guidelines provide practical suggestions for improving the
action of the European Union and support and strengthen respect for the right to defend
human rights. They also provide for action by the EU on behalf of human rights defenders.
With a view to promoting these guidelines, the European Union entrusted Mr. Michael
Matthiessen, Personal Representative on Human Rights of the Secretary General of the
Council of the European Union, to direct actions in this area.

     The EU sees human rights defenders as a crucial component of society. With some
countries in Eastern Europe capitalizing on COVID-19 to attack Human Rights Defenders, the
EU is working on (1) assessing the impact of COVID-19 measures on human rights defenders
and civil society organizations, (2) how governments and non-government organizations
can deal with the situation, (3) ensuring digital security and safe communication among
members, and (4) delivering capacity building programmes that support defenders under
the current circumstances. 

C. United States
     The human rights organs of the inter-American system, for their part, have repeatedly
highlighted the importance of the work of those persons who, individually or collectively,
promote and seek the protection and attainment of human rights and fundamental, as well
as the oversight of democratic institutions. The Commission has stated that human rights
defenders play a leading role in the process of pursuing the full attainment of the rule of law 

19

United Nations
Human Rights Council



7TH DE LA SALLE - MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

and the strengthening of democracy. The IACHR has indicated that the work of human rights
defenders, protecting individuals and groups of individuals who are victims of human rights
violations, publicly denouncing the injustices that affect large sectors of society, and pointing
to the need for citizen oversight of public officials and democratic institutions, among other
activities, means they play an irreplaceable role in building a solid and lasting democratic
society.

Aside from that, Article 15 of the American Convention protects the right to peaceful
assembly without arms, and stipulates that no restrictions may be placed on the exercise of
this right other than those imposed in conformity with the law and necessary in a democratic
society in the interest of national security, or to protect public health or morals or the rights or
freedom of others. Inherent to the sharing of ideas and social demands as a form of
expression is the exercise of related rights, such as the right of citizens to assemble and
demonstrate and the right to the free flow of ideas and information. Both of the rights set
forth in Articles 13 and 15 of the American Convention are vital elements for the proper
functioning of a democratic system that includes all sectors of society.
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How can Inter-governmental organisations ensure continued participation by civil
society during COVID-19?
How can human rights defenders be supported and protected in their work?
Is the protection model of relying heavily on international groups and service providers
insufficient and unsustainable, given the scale and severity of attacks on defenders? 
Have we adequately analysed the changing dynamics influencing risk and contested
civil society space, and adapted the policies and support to confront the new reality?
How can governments be held accountable for human rights violations?
Which mechanisms need to be improved to foster monitoring human rights during the
pandemic? Which legal areas of protection need to be reinforced?
What have local and regional actors done in regard to frontline activists’ privacy, and
what more can be done?
Why and how is the cooperation of the UN bodies and agencies with local and national
Governments, associations and religious leaders a key in solving the issue at hand? 
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Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of
Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote
and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and

Fundamental Freedoms 
 

Adopted by General Assembly resolution 53/144 of 9
December 1998 

 
The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the importance of the observance of the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations for the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all persons in all countries of the world, 

Reaffirming also the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenants on Human Rights as basic elements of international efforts to
promote universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms
and the importance of other human rights instruments adopted within the United Nations
system, as well as those at the regional level, 

Stressing that all members of the international community shall fulfil, jointly and separately,
their solemn obligation to promote and encourage respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction of any kind, including distinctions based on
race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status, and reaffirming the particular importance of achieving
international cooperation to fulfil this obligation according to the Charter, 

Acknowledging the important role of international cooperation for, and the valuable work of
individuals, groups and associations in contributing to, the effective elimination of all
violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms of peoples and individuals, including
in relation to mass, flagrant or systematic violations such as those resulting from apartheid,
all forms of racial discrimination, colonialism, foreign domination or occupation, aggression
or threats to national sovereignty, national unity or territorial integrity and from the refusal
to recognize the right of peoples to self-determination and the right of every people to
exercise full sovereignty over its wealth and natural resources, 
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Each State has a prime responsibility and duty to protect, promote and implement all
human rights and fundamental freedoms, inter alia, by adopting such steps as may be
necessary to create all conditions necessary in the social, economic, political and other
fields, as well as the legal guarantees required to ensure that all persons under its
jurisdiction, individually and in association with others, are able to enjoy all those rights
and freedoms in practice. 
Each State shall adopt such legislative, administrative and other steps as may be
necessary to ensure that the rights and freedoms referred to in the present Declaration
are effectively guaranteed.

Recognizing the relationship between international peace and security and the enjoyment
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and mindful that the absence of international
peace and security does not excuse non-compliance, Reiterating that all human rights and
fundamental freedoms are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated and should
be promoted and implemented in a fair and equitable manner, without prejudice to the
implementation of each of those rights and freedoms, 

Stressing that the prime responsibility and duty to promote and protect human rights and
fundamental freedoms lie with the State, Recognizing the right and the responsibility of
individuals, groups and associations to promote respect for and foster knowledge of human
rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels,
Declares: 

Article 1 
Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to promote and to strive
for the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the
national and international levels.

Article 2 
1.

2.

Article 3 
Domestic law consistent with the Charter of the United Nations and other international
obligations of the State in the field of human rights and fundamental freedoms is the
juridical framework within which human rights and fundamental freedoms should be
implemented and enjoyed and within which all activities referred to in the present
Declaration for the promotion, protection and effective realization of those rights and
freedoms should be conducted. 

Article 4 
Nothing in the present Declaration shall be construed as impairing or contradicting the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations or as restricting or derogating
from the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International
Covenants on Human Rights and other international instruments and commitments
applicable in this field. 

United Nations
Human Rights Council

7TH DE LA SALLE - MODEL UNITED NATIONS 



7TH DE LA SALLE - MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to have effective
access, on a non-discriminatory basis, to participation in the government of his or her
country and in the conduct of public affairs. 
This includes, inter alia, the right, individually and in association with others, to submit to
governmental bodies and agencies and organizations concerned with public affairs
criticism and proposals for improving their functioning and to draw attention to any
aspect of their work that may hinder or impede the promotion, protection and realization
of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

In the exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the promotion and
protection of human rights as referred to in the present Declaration, everyone has the
right, individually and in association with others, to benefit from an effective remedy and
to be protected in the event of the violation of those rights. 
To this end, everyone whose rights or freedoms are allegedly violated has the right,
either in person or through legally authorized representation, to complain to and have
that complaint promptly reviewed in a public hearing before an independent, impartial
and competent judicial or other authority established by law and to obtain from such an
authority a decision, in accordance with law, providing redress, including any
compensation due, where there has been a violation of that person’s rights or freedoms,
as well as enforcement of the eventual decision and award, all without undue delay. 

Article 5 
For the purpose of promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms,
everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, at the national and
international levels: 
(a) To meet or assemble peacefully; 
(b) To form, join and participate in non-governmental organizations, associations or
groups; 
(c) To communicate with non-governmental or intergovernmental organizations. 

Article 6 
Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others: 
(a) To know, seek, obtain, receive and hold information about all human rights and
fundamental freedoms, including having access to information as to how those rights and
freedoms are given effect in domestic legislative, judicial or administrative systems; 
(b) As provided for in human rights and other applicable international instruments, freely to
publish, impart or disseminate to others views, information and knowledge on all human
rights and fundamental freedoms;
(c) To study, discuss, form and hold opinions on the observance, both in law and in
practice, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and, through these and other
appropriate means, to draw public attention to those matters. 

Article 7 
Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to develop and discuss
new human rights ideas and principles and to advocate their acceptance.

Article 8 
1.

2.

Article 9 
1.

2.
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Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in
peaceful activities against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent
authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence,
threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other
arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred
to in the present Declaration. 
In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be
protected effectively under national law in reacting against or opposing, through
peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by omission, attributable to States
that result in violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of
violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights
and fundamental freedoms. 

   3. To the same end, everyone has the right, individually and in association with others,
inter alia:
(a) To complain about the policies and actions of individual officials and governmental
bodies with regard to violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, by petition or
other appropriate means, to competent domestic judicial, administrative or legislative
authorities or any other competent authority provided for by the legal system of the State,
which should render their decision on the complaint without undue delay; 
(b) To attend public hearings, proceedings and trials so as to form an opinion on their
compliance with national law and applicable international obligations and commitments; 
(c) To offer and provide professionally qualified legal assistance or other relevant advice
and assistance in defending human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
    4. To the same end, and in accordance with applicable international instruments and
procedures, everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to
unhindered access to and communication with international bodies with general or special
competence to receive and consider communications on matters of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. 
     5. The State shall conduct a prompt and impartial investigation or ensure that an inquiry
takes place whenever there is reasonable ground to believe that a violation of human rights
and fundamental freedoms has occurred in any territory under its jurisdiction. 

Article 10 
No one shall participate, by act or by failure to act where required, in violating human rights
and fundamental freedoms and no one shall be subjected to punishment or adverse action
of any kind for refusing to do so. 

Article 11 
Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to the lawful exercise of
his or her occupation or profession. Everyone who, as a result of his or her profession, can
affect the human dignity, human rights and fundamental freedoms of others should respect
those rights and freedoms and comply with relevant national and international standards of
occupational and professional conduct or ethics.

Article 12 
1.

2.

3.
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The State has the responsibility to take legislative, judicial, administrative or other
appropriate measures to promote the understanding by all persons under its jurisdiction
of their civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. 
Such measures shall include, inter alia: 

Article 13 
Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to solicit, receive and
utilize resources for the express purpose of promoting and protecting human rights and
fundamental freedoms through peaceful means, in accordance with article 3 of the present
Declaration. 

Article 14 
1.

2.
(a) The publication and widespread availability of national laws and regulations and of
applicable basic international human rights instruments; 
(b) Full and equal access to international documents in the field of human rights, including
the periodic reports by the State to the bodies established by the international human rights
treaties to which it is a party, as well as the summary records of discussions and the official
reports of these bodies.
    3. The State shall ensure and support, where appropriate, the creation and development
of further independent national institutions for the promotion and protection of human
rights and fundamental freedoms in all territory under its jurisdiction, whether they be
ombudsmen, human rights commissions or any other form of national institution. 

Article 15 
The State has the responsibility to promote and facilitate the teaching of human rights and
fundamental freedoms at all levels of education and to ensure that all those responsible for
training lawyers, law enforcement officers, the personnel of the armed forces and public
officials include appropriate elements of human rights teaching in their training
programme. 

Article 16 
Individuals, non-governmental organizations and relevant institutions have an important
role to play in contributing to making the public more aware of questions relating to all
human rights and fundamental freedoms through activities such as education, training and
research in these areas to strengthen further, inter alia, understanding, tolerance, peace and
friendly relations among nations and among all racial and religious groups, bearing in mind
the various backgrounds of the societies and communities in which they carry out their
activities. 

Article 17 
In the exercise of the rights and freedoms referred to in the present Declaration, everyone,
acting individually and in association with others, shall be subject only to such limitations as
are in accordance with applicable international obligations and are determined by law
solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms
of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the general
welfare in a democratic society. 
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Everyone has duties towards and within the community, in which alone the free and full
development of his or her personality is possible. 
Individuals, groups, institutions and non-governmental organizations have an important
role to play and a responsibility in safeguarding democracy, promoting human rights
and fundamental freedoms and contributing to the promotion and advancement of
democratic societies, institutions and processes. 
Individuals, groups, institutions and non-governmental organizations also have an
important role and a responsibility in contributing, as appropriate, to the promotion of
the right of everyone to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms
set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other human rights
instruments can be fully realized. 

Article 18 
1.

2.

3.

Article 19 
Nothing in the present Declaration shall be interpreted as implying for any individual, group
or organ of society or any State the right to engage in any activity or to perform any act
aimed at the destruction of the rights and freedoms referred to in the present Declaration. 

Article 20 
Nothing in the present Declaration shall be interpreted as permitting States to support and
promote activities of individuals, groups of individuals, institutions or non-governmental
organizations contrary to the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.
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Position Papers are due at

11:59 PM (Philippine Standard Time)

on May 2, 2021.

 

Please send it to

7d.unhrc@gmail.com
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